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By ROBERT S. ALLEN and PAUL 806G

Premier Fidel Castio was the veal tan
that mystery-cloaked assassinaifon attemgy bo-
ing vigorously 'denied by officials of his Com-
munist regime.

The assassing' wild-flying bullets, one mok-
ing Carlos Rd.f%lel Rodriguez in the log, <

all arcund Castro as he and
Rodriguez cmerged from a
covernment building in 1lu-
vana cn Jan. 12,

Castro  and  Rothigies
were about two feet apan
when he rvain of bulicts be-
gan pouring [rom sub-nia-
chineguns mamned by fwo
persons riding in a speed-
ing Czechoslovakian bunidi

My, Allen ) .I[‘h e

assassins and ther
driver, ail of wiom escaped, weve dressvd in
Soviel Army uniforms. Their jeep was si Var
to those used by units of Castro’s own army.

THESE ARE THE intriguing detadls o
U S. intelligence agencies have pieced oy they
from information Castro has cn’cul ted aniong
his own geeurity forees.

One of his messages, ordering massive new
sceurtty measures throughout the eniir B
1ofl no doubi he was the assassins' fargei. It
flally reported that the sivicter securly pres
caulions were being put in [orce to prevent a
new attempt on Caslro's life. No meniion of
2odrigues was made.

From the wording of Casiro's messaze, and
other intellizence too sersitive to reveal al this
lime, one group of U. S. intelligence olitcers
s convinced the Russians may have planued
e shooiing 1o replace Castro with & more
“stuble” Communist leader.

This unconfivmed premise is based on iind-
ings laat none of the Cuban underground. with
whom U. 8. officials are in contact, waore in-
volved in the assé@ssination atiempt or even
knew aboul It ahead of time.

TR SHOOTING, later confirmed by ihese
anti-Castro Cubans, cau;;hL them compleiey by
surprise. Also, they have been unable to fu il
any hard information on who the actual ws-

. sassins might be,
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There is oeven spectlation by these Culan
-~ hoi Rourizuez, boss of Cuba's power-
1) Institute of Acrarian Reformy, may
{ up Casivo for the assassinalion at-

1L

ez, who received a flesh wound in
¢k, is known fo feel thit Castro’s reck-
qess micht touch off a military incident
O wotitd bring a U, S, invasion of Cuba.

Ta lire with Soviet policy, Rodriguer f[avors
avolding any military clasi with the U.S. in or-
dor i eep Cuba as a base for Communist sub-
version and espionage throughout Latin Amer-

Sricuez’s importance in Cuban-Soviet af-

1'1.1\ bas been underlined by his recent trips

i and other Iron Curfain countrics io

< policies. His support, while a Connnun-

- moember, of ousted Dictator Fulgencio
s never set weil with Castro.

LAOHING THEM OVER — The Navy is
playinz “cat and mouse” with Soviet
vieved to be carrying new arms to Cubd.

L1 oie of a series of unpublicized incidents,
@ U5, Novy desiroyer last week “closed” on a
i ship sailing toword Cuba while it was
appeasimalely 100 miles from Havana.

When the U.S. naval commander, on ordels
froon he chief of naval operations, asked the
Spviel skipper fo identify his vessel and reveal
ity destination, the Rusaian {latly refused.

Alor a series of rapid message exchanges
carried ail the way to fhe White House, the
U.S. destroyeyr commander was instiucted to
pormiy the Soviet ship to proceed. During the
connnuniciations, the commander asked for, bul
was denied, permission to stop and scarch the
sinyr to determine the contenis of its cargo.

surveiliance of the ship was ordered alier
U. S, Naval Intelligence soundad a warning
thai the Russian vesscl was en route to Cuba
with a4 cargo of “undelermined” arms. Th e
vessel hid been loaded al the same Black Sca
port from which Soviet mediwm-range mistiles
were shipped to Cuba last-Seplember.

Alvo. the Russian ship was ir constant con-
tact widh the Kremiin's main radio center just
outsiue Moscow. The ships thal had originally
Brouzit the IL-28 bombers {o Cuba made this
type of radio conlact while en route from Rus-
sid o Caba.




